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Key 2026 legislation for Coast Guard veterans and retirees centers on expanding combat-
related concurrent receipt, adjusting retirement contributions, and addressing
Department of Homeland Security funding stability.

Key Legislative Measures and Proposals
e« Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 2102): Evaluated by the Congressional Budget
Office in March 2026, this proposal moves toward allowing full concurrent receipt of

retired pay and disability compensation for combat-injured veterans, impacting
Coast Guard retirement fund accruals starting in 2028.

o Take Care of America's Veterans Act (H.R. 9237): Tracked on Congress.gov, this
119th Congress bill modifies compensation programs to allow concurrent receipt
for certain combat-related disabilities and extends benefit entitlements to
remarried surviving spouses.

« Retirement Fund Parity Efforts: Coalition advocacy involving groups like
the Military Officers Association of America pushes to secure uniform retirement

protection mechanisms across all uniformed services.

Financial and Benefits Adjustments

e 2026 COLA Increase: Military retirees received a 2.8 percent cost-of-living
adjustment for 2026.

« Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) Limits: The elective deferral limit increased to $24,500,
with standard catch-up limits rising to $8,000 for individuals aged 50 and older.

e Budget and Funding Oversight: Following the February 2026 funding lapse tied to
Department of Homeland Security negotiations, lawmakers continue to monitor
continuous resolution impacts on Coast Guard-specific operations and benefits

delivery.
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